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ANNEX D

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Blackberry (Rubus fruticosus agg.) is an established weed that threatens both
environmental and agricultural lands throughout Australia.

2001 – 2002 was a period of advances and then consolidation for progress across
Australia in blackberry work.  During this time the Weeds of National Significance
Blackberry Strategic Plan (ARMC 2001), the Tasmanian Weed Management
Strategy: Blackberry (Rudman) and The Victorian Blackberry Strategy (Keel et al.)
were all released.  These documents served to centralise and refocus the work needed
to strategically and effectively manage this nationally significant weed.

As a result of the Natural Heritage Trust funding that was directed to the WONS
program, six blackberry projects were funded nationally in mid-2002 by AFFA (refer
to Appendix 3).  As a result of these, a renewed onslaught into blackberry
management was initiated in late 2002.  The outcomes of these projects will be
available in next year’s review, however, they are already impacting on the scope of
blackberry management nationally.

Actions achieved during 2001 - 2002:

National -

• Weeds of National Significance Blackberry Strategic Plan (ARMC 2001)
launched

• national blackberry coordinator (funded by AFFA) appointed to oversee co-
operative approach to blackberry management across Australia

New South Wales –

• on-ground blackberry management is centred on new weed incursions

South Australia –

• publication of Blackberry Identification Note
• property inspections and subsequent enforcement (where needed)
• development of an electronic identification tool for blackberry taxa proposed (the

implementation of this design was funded by AFFA and will be delivered by next
year’s report)

Tasmania –

• Blackberry is included as a significant weed in the Tasmanian Weed Management
Strategy

Victoria -

• Victorian Blackberry Strategy launched
• active Victorian Blackberry Taskforce
• blackberry mapping across state
• potential additional biological control agents sought

Western Australia –

• publication of Blackberry Farmnote that acknowledges AFFA-funded NHT project for
2002-03

• land managers controlled blackberry in partnership with volunteers (this included
some enforcement by public land managers)


